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Regional planning councils have been in existence in Florida since the early 1960s, created
by the local governments they serve, to meet local community and regional needs,
provide services, and ensure access to state and federal initiatives and programs. Florida
Statutes recognize regional planning councils as "Florida’s only multipurpose regional
entities that plan for and coordinate intergovernmental solutions on multi-jurisdictional
issues, support regional economic development, and provide assistance to local
governments.”

The Florida Regional Councils Association’s 2023 legislative agenda is divided into two
categories:

1) Other Legislative Priorities in Support of RPCs and their Member Local
Governments

These are statements in support of RPCs and various legislative priorities of mutual
interest and concern set forth by the Florida Association of Counties, Florida
League of Cities, and Florida Small County Coalition. These priorities are conceived
with the input of numerous RPC board members and other local elected officials
who participate in these statewide organizations. This portion of the Florida
Regional Councils Association’s 2023 Legislative Agenda is organized under the
Florida Chamber Foundation’s Six-Pillar framework.

2) Legislative Action Items and Top Priorities

These are legislative priorities where a proactive role and involvement is expected
by the Florida Regional Councils Association’s Executive Director and the RPC
membership in order to accomplish them; and

The Florida Regional Councils Association is an alliance of Florida’s 10 regional planning
councils and serves to strengthen the consistency and quality of regional planning council
programs to ensure economic prosperity and add value to local, regional, and state
initiatives. To that end, the Florida Regional Councils Association’s Policy Board adopted
the following priorities for the 2023 Legislative Session:
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Legislative Priorities in Support of RPCs and Their Member Local Governments

Talent Supply & Education

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports enhanced economic competitiveness,
which must include an emphasis on Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math
(STEAM) and critical thinking in public education and training programs that are aligned
with existing and emerging job markets and industry clusters.

Innovation & Economic Development

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports full funding of regional planning
councils to, at a minimum, leverage the role of regional planning councils as federally
designated economic development districts; provide support to state and regional
economic development initiatives and activities; provide assistance to local economic
development organizations; and, cover the costs of statutory responsibilities.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports retaining the existing statutory
authorities and responsibilities vested in RPCs.

Infrastructure & Growth Leadership

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a continued state and regional role
in helping local governments accommodate future growth while ensuring economic
prosperity and preparing for and responding to emergencies and natural disasters.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports future transportation corridors, a
diverse and competitive statewide multi-modal transportation network, and sustainable
sources of transportation funding that are consistent with and support regional visions
and further the regional Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies of Florida’s 10
federally designated Economic Development Districts.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports planning and prioritizing state water
resource investments with coordinated and regular funding for regional systems in
concert with local funding to meet water needs and protect water resources now and into
the future.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports legislation that provides a
mechanism to ensure the extra-jurisdictional impacts from large-scale
development projects are adequately addressed within the impacted cities and
counties prior to development approval.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports maintaining and protecting the
integrity of all Trust Funds for their stated use.



Business Climate & Competitiveness

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a strong, but fair development
impact mitigation process that addresses extra-jurisdictional impacts and impacts to
natural resources of regional significance and other regional resources and facilities;
provides a seat at the table for all impacted local governments; preserves the role of
regional planning councils as conveners and their right to collect fees for services; utilizes
regional planning councils’ dispute resolution processes; and, protects the entitlements
and vested development rights necessary for large-scale, long-term financial investments.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports the ability of a regional planning
council to provide planning and technical services for a fee, in furtherance of its mission
and in support of its local governments.

Civic & Governance Systems

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports the positions and policies of
organizations that share a common membership with regional planning councils including
the Florida Association of Counties, Florida League of Cities, Small County Coalition, and
the Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council, and which are of mutual interest
and concern.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports efforts to improve efficiency and
collaboration among agencies tasked with multi-jurisdictional planning throughout the
state.

The Florida Regional Councils Association (FRCA) supports an evaluation of
impacts that growth management law changes have had on Florida’s economy,
environment, local and regional infrastructure, and community development.

Quality of Life & Quality Places

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports regional visioning as a means to
guide the future of Florida, build public/private coalitions to implement key regional and
statewide initiatives, and serve as the basis for strategic statewide planning and
budgeting initiatives.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a comprehensive and balanced multi-
modal approach with context sensitive solutions, tied to strategic statewide planning and
budgeting initiatives, for solving the state’s traffic congestion and mobility problems.

Resilience

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a comprehensive action plan on
coastal and inland flooding and loss, with energy policies and other funding initiatives to



reduce greenhouse gases, sea level rise, salt-water intrusion, extreme weather events
and to address ecosystem sustainability, long-term water supply, flood protection, public
health and safety, adaptation and mitigation, infrastructure needs, and economic

prosperity.

The Florida Regional Councils Association supports a comprehensive approach to long-
term economic resilience in order for communities to quickly respond to, withstand and
recover from adverse situations such as public health crisis, extreme weather events, and
disruptions to major supply chains with the ability to adapt to changing conditions and to
prevent and avoid disruptions when possible.

Legislative Action Items and Top Priorities

1) Support legislation with emphasis in the RPC program areas of economic
development, transportation, housing, emergency preparedness, and
environmental protection.

2) Support legislation directing the use of all Florida Housing Trust fund monies for
Florida’s housing programs including workforce housing in proximity to workplace
destinations, transit hubs and economic centers.

3) Support inclusion of RPCs as regional resources in resiliency activities throughout
the state.



